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News from Westminster

Single Farm Payments
The Conservatives ‘Make them pay by Christmas
Day’ campaign is calling on the Government to
ensure that DEFRA and the RPA pay at least 80%
of the 2006 Single Farm Payments (SFP) to
England’s farmers by Christmas Day 2006. Please
sign the petition by going to www.crag.me.uk.
The Shadow Defra team and other Conservative
MPs have continually held the government to
account on the SFP in committees and debates, and
through written questions and Early Day Motions.
Jim Paice MP challenged the Prime Minister in the
House of Commons to explain why Ministers
ignored warnings that the project was off course
and why the former chief executive is still on full
pay six months after he was sacked.

Animal Welfare Bill
An exemption for working dogs from the ban on tail
docking for all dogs was achieved by Conservative
amendments on the Animal Welfare Bill.

The Conservatives are currently pushing for
better regulation on the greyhound industry.

Public procurement and crime

The following Government figures were obtained

by Jim Paice MP;
The Government spends £1.8bn each year on
public sector food yet has absolutely no idea
how much of it is of British origin.
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Bovine TB
fiddles whilst crisis worsens

forming a strategy to combat Bovine
Tuberculosis.

Last year 30,000 cattle died and £90m of tax-
payers money was spent as a result of the
government’s mishandling of the disease. There is
little doubt that if more had been done earlier to
tackle TB the difficult decision of badger culling
could have been avoided.

Conservatives welcomed the recent decision to
use Gamma interferon testing but called on the
government to introduce a long term strategy.
Shadow Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs,
Jim Paice said: “Gamma interferon testing is years
overdue and the government still does not have a

I abour have been largely inactive in

From 2000 to 2006 1,192 rural Post Offices have
closed. That’s an average of almost four every
week.

Under the current government violence and
property crime has increased disproportionately
in rural areas than in the rest of England and
Wales. Offences of violence against the person -
which have scarred many towns in shire counties
- rose in the 13 most rural police force areas by
126% since 1998. The national increase was
106%. The Conservatives will hold the Home
Office to its pledge to introduce initiatives to
benefit rural communities, including measures
to increase the number of special constables.

Agricultural Shows

The summer 2006 Agricultural Shows were well
attended by all members of the Shadow Defra
team, a total of 31 visits to 23 shows, more than
double the number attended by Defra Ministers.

Team visits
All members of the Shadow Defra team have been
touring the country to get a better understanding
of rural issues.

Shadow Environment Minister Greg Barker,
recently visited Hainault Forest to see how they man-
age it in a way that tackles climate change. Members
of the team have joined David Cameron’s Quality of
Life meetings to share their knowledge with the
groups who are designing policy ideas for the
Conservative front bench to decide on next year.

comprehensive strategy for tackling Bovine TB.

“The strategy needs to include urgent research
into increasing evidence of susceptibility to TB from
mineral or trace element deficiencies; an increase in
frequency of testing in areas around hotspots and
in the ‘frontier’ areas; the trialling of vaccines must
be carried out and bio-security must improve on
many farms.

“Most importantly we must have field trials of
the Polymerase Chain Reaction test to see whether
it can identify infected badger setts. Any cull of
badgers will be extremely unpopular so it is impor-
tant to show that it is part of a comprehensive
strategy and that only badgers likely to be carrying
the disease are culled.”

Simple devices such as using a
trigger nozzle can save as much
as 225 litres a week.

12 ways
to save
mone

and the

environment

Install a water meter. It's free and
can save water and money by monitoring
how much you use.

Wash at 30°c. It uses 40% less
energy than washing clothes 40°c and is
generally as efficient.

A hippo in your cistern. Free from
water companies; it sits in your cistern and
saves a litre per flush. Some older

toilets can take TWO!

Dual performance eggs. Every
time you boil an egg save the cooled
water for your houseplants. They’ll
benefit from the nutrients released from
the shell.

Buy local. Produce may cost a few more
pence but you'll save on travel costs, reduce
stress and hassle from travel and parking but
most importantly you'll reduce food miles and
therefore cut Carbon emissions.

Fix that drip. A dripping tap losing one
drop a second will waste 15 litres of water
(3 buckets’ full) a day.

Trigger nozzles.
Using trigger nozzles on
hosepipes can save up to
225 litres a week.

Use less energy by
washing at lower
temperatures

Switch it off. Many household appli-
ances left on standby use 50% or more of
the electricity they would use when
switched on. Even a handful of items left
on cost £25 per year. A fifth of those who
don’t switch off properly have electricity
bills that top £600 per year.

Water butt. A water butt collects rain
water for use on the garden. It saves water
and your money.

Use less fuel each journey.
Reducing the weight of your vehicle will
reduce your fuel consumption. By removing
items such as front or rear ended buckets
and roof racks you reduce wind resistance
which dramatically reduces fuel
consumption.

Turn it down. Turning the thermostat
down by 1°c can cut more than 10% from
the average central heating bill.

A wee Tip. Lastly, and at the more
extreme end, those who need compost and
have the space should wee on to a bale of
straw. No flushing required and after sever-
al weeks, it breaks down onto fabulous
compost.
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Red tape and

bureaucracy are
repressing rural

Britain

Enterprise in the country is being held
back by red tape and conflicting messages
from the Government says Cedric Porter

towns into the countryside than from the

country to towns. Most are in search of a
better life for their families. But the danger is
that this shift pushes up the prices of houses
and drives out poorer people already living in
the countryside.

There are also employment pressures in the coun-
tryside. Many people who live in the country would
also like to work there. Something that would
improve their quality of life, enhance local economies
and reduce the number of journeys to work.

But lack of central Government planning and
local Government intransigence often conspire to
prevent the development of suitable places to live
and work in the countryside. There are significant
opportunities across the countryside to redevelop
redundant farm buildings into houses or offices.
Meanwhile, sympathetically designed small-scale
housing and office developments could help meet
the demand for low cost housing and provide local
employment.

Barriers to enterprise are also holding back
farmers who are increasingly keen to develop new
businesses in order to secure their futures. The
recent fiasco surrounding the delivery of Single
Farm Payments in England had a double effect. Not

There are now more people moving from
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only did farmers lose out because they were not
paid money they were entitled to on time, it also
meant they had to delay the development of new
businesses or restructuring of existing enterprises.

Many farmers are very keen to rise to the
challenges facing them, particularly as prices of
cereals and livestock increase, but are being held
back by bureaucracy inspired by DEFRA. Far from
reducing the burden of red tape, the new Single
Farm Payment system is adding costs to farmers
and taxpayers by adding a new layer of form fill-
ing and fact checking.

The countryside has the potential for playing
a major part in meeting the goals of improving the
economy and the environment. Small and innova-
tive businesses providing local employment and
reducing traffic journeys should be allowed to
grow up, while farmers should be able to operate
in a business environment that allows them to
develop the energy crops and food products that
the UK and the world will increasingly need.
Unfortunately the realisation of that potential is
being held back by a Government that fails to
recognise the importance of the countryside.

Cedric Porter is editor of Farm Business and Farm life
magazines. See www.farmbusiness.cc for details

‘No more subsidy’ says Blair

thousand Sub Post- PR g
masters met in [ N .. B
Westminster to lobby #F===

the government over the
future of the Post Office.

Tony Blair was handed a
petition signed by over 4 mil-
lion people in support of
Britain’s Post Offices, the
largest domestic petition ever
handed to a Prime Minister.
Mr Blair promised to look at
the options, but added that
there would be no more
money than the £150 million
a year subsidy for the network of rural Post
Offices.

The National Federation of Sub Postmasters
are asking for a raft of measures including pref-
erential treatment when it comes to handling
Government contracts that they believe could
put the Post Office network on a sustainable
footing without thousands of closures.

The Conservatives have developed the idea
of providing council services through ‘Council
Counters’ in the Post Office. This combined with
new business, for example private mail services,
will enable the Post Office to generate new

POST OFFICES

YOU CAN
|| SAVE THEM

KEEP THE
POST OFFICE

B )
THE GOVERNMENT
WANT TO CLOSE

CARD ACCOUNT
vy = K

markets and new customers.
The current Sub Postmasters
contracts restrict them from
providing certain services.
Chairman of crag Jim
Paice MP, who joined the
rally, commented: “Post
offices are the lifeblood of
many villages but their
future is under real threat.
Government initiatives like
the ending of the Post Office
Card Account and the open-
ing of new regional Passport
Offices will undermine post

offices even more.

“What is lacking from the government is a
clear long term strategy that allows organic
growth of communities and the retention of
vital services such as the Post Office.”

The Department for Trade & Industry is
expected to make a decision before Christmas
on the future of the Post Office which is
expected to include large-scale branch closures.
Sub Postmasters in rural areas are struggling
particularly hard after the Government with-
drew a number of key contracts such as
benefits payments and vehicle tax discs.
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UK at the bottom of EU
renewable energy league table

he UK missed its biofuel
Ttransport target of 0.3% of IS

total road fuels last year qﬂ
achieving only 0.24%, the low-
est amount of all 17 EU &
member states.

The Select Committee for &
Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs concluded:

“Current Government poli-
cy on bioenergy is so lacking in ambition as to
raise questions about the extent of the
Government’s commitment to its domestic cli-
mate change agenda.”

At present UK farming has the infrastructure
to grow crops used for biofuels and biomass but
lacks a comprehensive framework encouraging
production. Without this there is a risk that the
Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation will suck in
imports. The Department for Transport have
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acknowledged that much of the
0.24% was thought to be from
Brazilian bioethanol.

Clear and ambitious targets
are needed to spur the invest-
ment necessary for a successful
biofuels industry, which would
create new markets for farmers as
well as cutting carbon emissions.

It is a similar picture with
biomass. Presently heat and power production
from burning crops and forestry products in local
heat or power plans accounts for just 1% of the
total UK heat production despite having a poten-
tial of 10%. Growth in this market would restore
management to thousands of hectares of wood-
land thus helping biodiversity.

The Conservatives are pushing for greater
ambition to help put British agriculture at the cut-
ting edge of the fight against climate change.

Affordable rural housing: the facts

House prices in rural areas have increased by
89% in the last 5 years.

100,000 people a year move out of the town
in to the countryside.

The average rural property price is 6.7 times
average annual earnings compared with 5.6
times in urban areas.

Over the next 20 years the proportion of 30-
year-old couples able to afford their own
home is likely to drop from more than 50%
to nearer 30%.

Between 2001 and 2005 there was a 22%
increase in urban affordable housing
] a 3% increase in

Thursday 11th January 2007 from 1.45pm
to 5pm at Portcullis House Westminster
London SW1A 0AA

Speakers include;

Shadow Secretary of State for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Peter
Ainsworth MP

Shadow Minster for Agriculture and Rural
Affairs and crag Chairman, James Paice MP

Shadow Minister for Small Business and
Enterprise, Mark Prisk MP

Shadow Minister for Housing, Michael
Gove MP

Please fill in the coupon and return to
crag to reserve your place

%

24% of purchases in rural areas are first-time
buyers compared to 41% in urban areas.
There is a severe shortage of affordable
rented accommodation in rural areas. Social
housing accounts for just 13% against 22%
in urban areas.

Rural settlements (10,000 people or less)
make up 19% of population but receive only
10% of housing corporation grants.
Someone earning £17,000 (just below
average local wage in the countryside) would
only be able to afford to buy a house in 28%
of rural wards in comparison to 50% of

urban wards. g ———

I would like to attend the crag half day
conference.

Name

Address

Post Code
Tel:

E-mail:

Peter Ainsworth MP
Shadow Secretary for Defra

Jim Paice MP
Shadow Minister for
Agriculture

and Rural Affairs

Bill Wiggin MP
Shadow Minister for
Agriculture and Fisheries
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! Gregory Barker MP
e Shadow Minister for the
B Environment
Shadow Ministers (Lords)

Baroness Byford
Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs Spokesman

Lord Dixon Smith
Environment Spokesman

Duke of Montrose
Lords Whip

How to get involved

Contact your Regional Chairman — Our
Regional Chairmen organise meetings across
the UK with various speakers including
members of the Shadow Defra team, other
Conservative MPs and industry and subject
specialists. Contact crag to find out where and
when they are taking place.

Send us your letters — If you have local issues
and policy ideas let us know.

Recruit your friends — a thriving rural
economy is a thriving countryside

Lisa Thomas
crag administrator

Contact crag:
Lisa Thomas, crag, c/o Jim Paice MP,
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Tel: 020 7219 1347

Email: office@crag.me.uk
Website: www.crag.me.uk
=

conservative rural action group



